
For a full listing of activities, visit www.petawa.org 

Every Thursday 7:15-8:30 p.m. Apologetics Doctrine Class at Windsor

Every Tuesday 7:30 p.m. College Night at Petawa

October 20:  Venture begins--every 3rd Saturday 1 p.m. until 3:30 p.m.

Nov 30-Dec 2 High school retreat at Shellbourne.
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From The Director
As we close the summer chapter here at 
Petawa and begin a fresh fall chapter, I 
want to share a few stories from the sum-
mer 2018 activities. In June, we all came 
together to celebrate Petawa at the annual 
gala. It was an enjoyable night, spent with 
hundreds of you. Check out the pictures 
enclosed!

In July, two excellent presentations were 
held at Windsor on the topic of work. Mary 
Thiel told her audience “How to be Happy at 
Work” and Linda Pryor spoke about “Conflict 
at Work”. Both groups left excited and ready 
to work!

In June and July, hundreds of girls attended 
Camp Tuck, Living and Design, Camp 
Sojourners and Petawa Service Project. 
In between swimming, bonfires or service 
around Milwaukee, the young women dove 
into topics such as friendship, prayer and 
virtues for the younger ones or relation-
ships, holiness and understanding the true 
meaning of gender for the older girls. After 
finishing the Petawa Service Project, one 
freshman in high school commented, “The 
service project was really fulfilling. While 
serving, I discovered real happiness.” 
Another stated, “I learned that service can 
be small acts of kindness in your everyday 
life. I also feel that I grew in my prayer life 
and relationship with God a lot over the 
course of the week.”

Now as we head towards this next fall chap-
ter, we are hopeful that many more women 
and girls will discover real and lasting hap-
piness through the exciting programs and 
formation offered through Petawa!

Sheila Hamill
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Petawa Gala

Attendees enjoyed the Petawa 
Cultural Center Gala 2018. 
Thank you to all you came 

and supported Petawa.

Petawa
Residence & 
Cultural  Center

Upcoming Events

Petawa Residence has been the source 
of inspiration, planning and execution 
of many worthwhile activities since 
1950.   Just think of the years that Camp 
Tuck has been happening and all of the 
young women who have been inspired 
there.  Think of the friendships that have 
begun and have been fostered there, 
the service projects that have been held 
there for many years.  Those projects 
and others have been the catalyst for 
times of prayer, fun and games and 
deepening of friendships not only in the 
Milwaukee/Brookfield/Waukesha area 
but also in Madison.  Girls clubs through-
out Southeast Wisconsin have their roots 
in Petawa as well.  

But Petawa Milwaukee is an old lady -- 
venerable, but not suited for the growing 
demands of our programs.   More young 
women and children who live in the west-
ern suburbs are regularly attending our 
programs.  A new and much larger center 
is needed to serve them, and plans for it 
are now well underway. 

The new Petawa Cultural Center will be 
located in Brookfield and is designed to 
fit the needs of today and into the next 
century.   We and our young women need 
a place to learn not just about faith and 
God, but also about service, leadership 
and friendship and how to live a mean-
ingful life.  We all need good influences.  
We need guidance.  We need encour-
agement and education to know what’s 
right and to do it because each one of us 
has a purpose in life.  The new center will 
be a place where women of all ages can 
spend time learning to be of service to 
others, developing true leadership quali-
ties and growing deep and meaningful 
friendships with other young women.  

Parking and physical access to the exist-
ing building downtown is extremely lim-
ited, and it no longer accommodates 
the significant increase in the number of 
women and students attending Petawa’s 
events.  A center in Brookfield, where 
many who participate in Petawa’s activi-
ties live, will have easy highway access 
from the entire metro area and Madison 
and will enable many more women, col-
lege students and high school girls to 
take advantage of what Petawa offers.  
In the new center, activities can be held 
simultaneously and students and young 
professionals will have the space for ad 
hoc meetings, study and research, pre-
sentations and social gatherings.  The 
new center also will serve the needs of 
mothers bringing children to events.

To accomplish all this, we need your 
help.  In order to continue the work 
that Petawa is doing and to expand our 
reach and impact, we need to raise $8 
million for the building development and 
an endowment fund to support ongoing 
operational expenses.  Why so much?  
The building code in Brookfield dictates 
that the center is zoned commercial, sig-
nificantly increasing the costs associated 
with it.  Regulations demanding the use 
of expensive fire retardant materials, fire 
doors, an elevator, just to name a few, 
doubled the original estimate.  While the 
cost may seem daunting, the building will 
be beautiful but not extravagant.

We hope you will join us in this adven-
ture!  If you can help us, or if you know 
someone who can help us, please con-
tact Liz Noack at liznoack3@gmail.com. 
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The title of Scott Hahn’s latest book, The First Society: 
The Sacrament of Marriage and the Restoration of 
the Social Order can lull one into thinking that it is a 
defense of traditional marriage, predictable, however 
admirable. Though this is not wholly inaccurate, the 
book is much more far-reaching and radical. 

Hahn explains how marriage really is 
the very first building block of society, 
and restoration of the proper view of 
marriage, as a lifelong commitment 
between one man and one woman 
that is open to life, is the only way to 
build a strong society that aims at the 
common good of all people. So far, 
so good.  Hahn goes on to assert the 
more radical idea, however, that mar-
riages only last and flourish if they are 
imbued with grace.

 Marriage and family life present so 
many difficulties and the temptations are so great that 
we all need a large infusion of God’s help in order 
even to survive, let alone to thrive.  This grace is avail-
able to all, to all Christians, not just to Catholics, he 

emphasizes, provided that married people have the 
right intentions. So, the way to rebuild our society is 
for every marriage to be grace-filled and sacramental.

This conclusion seems at first glance to leave us won-
dering, “Great, but what can I do about that?” Hahn 

is ready with an excellent answer: by 
striving to live our own sacramental 
marriages in the best way possible, we 
can be a light to future generations. We 
must live all of the natural and super-
natural virtues and pass these on to 
our children, and to their children, who 
will eventually form part of a growing 
re-emergence of a society founded on 
covenantal marriage.

 Hahn is no Pollyanna: he knows 
that this prescription is challenging 
and may take many generations to 
achieve, but since it is the only one that 

actually works; we must stick to it and not compromise 
with a world that is already using the term “marriage” 
in almost unrecognizable ways. Only thus will a just 
and lasting society be built.

We are very excited to introduce Venture, our new 
high school program starting this year!  Venture is 
a leadership program intended to provide young 
women with the foundations to confidently venture 
out as women of purpose, conviction and selfless 
service.

There is a need for young people to develop an 
unshakeable confidence in themselves and what 
they believe as they encounter situations that are 
hostile towards living an upright, moral Christian life.  
A good understanding of who they are and the world 
around them, learning to develop healthy and lasting 
relationships and having the ability to give of them-
selves to others are key to recognizing their purpose 
in life and living it confidently.

Venture’s curriculum includes topics designed to 
help high school girls develop these 
capacities.  Monthly topics are pre-
sented by speakers who share their life 
experiences and professions in relation 
to the topic.  The ideas and values 
are further reinforced in a more per-
sonal way through mentoring, which 
allows them to reflect on the topics 
and formulate goals to meet the unique 
challenges that each one faces in 
her own life.  The girls also get the 

opportunity to give what they are learning to others 
through the Venture Out Initiative, a service project 
planned by the girls themselves.  All the while, they 
will be forming friendships with their peers and hav-
ing fun!

Venture will be held at Petawa on the third Saturday 
of each month starting this October.  There will 
be two seminars, the Freshman Seminar and the 
Sophomore/Junior Seminar. In the future, an 8th 
Grade Seminar and a Senior Seminar will be added.  
Venture is staffed by Lena Raffin and Sheila Hamill 
and several young professional women who grew up 
taking part in formative activities of Petawa.  They 
are excited to help the next generation of leaders.  

You can find further information and 
an application for 2018 on the web-
site www.venturemke.org.  Feel free 
to e-mail venturemke@gmail.com if 
you have any questions or would like 
to help with the program in any way.  
We look forward to kicking off Venture 
this year!

From The Board
Petawa has had a wonderful sum-
mer, filled with learning, service 
and plenty of fun.  Every activ-
ity was designed to advance our 
mission:  “Transforming culture 
through personal growth and life-
long learning - one woman at a 
time, one student at a time, one 
family at a time.”  It’s been a busy 
three months but all this activity 
has given us hope and energy to 
move our mission forward.
 
Looking ahead into the future, I 
can see the immense panorama 
of good that will be accomplished 
from Petawa.   I see activities for 
young mothers, helping them cre-
ate bright and cheerful homes, 
while forming children who are 
happy and generous...activities 
for young professional women, 
developing their careers with the 
ambition of serving their commu-
nities and the society at large… 
activities for women in academia 
and women in leadership who can 
shape culture by shaping
policy and history...activities for 
college women who are looking 
to learn from others and prepare 
themselves well as the next gen-
eration of leaders.  And I see 
activities for high school girls who 
are learning to serve and to be of 
service to others.  

What a beautiful picture!  Please 
join all of us at Petawa in creat-
ing this hope-filled future for our 
community and beyond.   Help us 
transform culture!  We continue to 
rely on your prayers, your involve-
ment with activities and your finan-
cial support to make this future 
ideal become reality.  Thank you so 
much for your valued interest and 
generosity and please visit our web 
site at   www.petawa.org  to keep 
abreast of all our offerings.

From the Prelate
Pastoral trips this past summer 
by Monsignor Fernando Ocariz, 
Prelate of Opus Dei,
included Nigeria (July 19-26), 
Argentina (August 2-8) and Bolivia 
(August 8-11). In each country,
he met with hundreds of members 
of Opus Dei, cooperators and 
friends, encouraging them to
grow in charity and friendship so as 
to be able to change the world.

Flor Acosta, who lives at Petawa, 
was in Argentina while the Father 
was there and was able to person-
ally greet him. She gave him choc-
olates and a postcard of Milwaukee 
that opens to reveal the Calatrava  
Art Museum. Inside of it, several 
participants from Petawa’s Service 
Project sent greetings to him.

Flor told the Prelate that we were 
waiting for him in Milwaukee, and 
he said he probably would go 
next year. When Flor told him that 
everybody here was going to be 
very happy, he said: “MAYBE”. She 
answered that we were going to 
pray much so that “Maybe” would 
become a reality.

She also asked the Prelate to pray 
for our apostolate, and he told her 
that the United States is a huge 
country, and from here, we have 
to arrive to the entire world. She 
was able to talk more about the 
Midwest with the Father as she 
walked with him to his next meet-
ing with some families.

Reaching to Madison

The Sacrament of Marriage and
Restoration of the Social Order

“Heroes & Villains:  Why Literature Matters”
Commenting on the impact of culture in our lives, 
English philosopher Roger Scuton artfully explains, 
“It is one mark of rational beings that they do not live 
only … in the present. …. The art, literature, and 
music of our civilization remind them of this, and 
point to the path that lies always before them:  the 
path …towards the sacred and the sacrificial.”

Whatever your age, state, or stage in life, good 
literature feeds our intellect, nourishes our soul, 
forms our conscience, stirs our imagination, and 
ennobles the heart in a way that mere informational 
text cannot do.  To that end, Petawa Cultural Center 
is pleased to announce “Heroes & Villains:  Why 
Literature Matters”, a talk by Ann Marie Klein, Ph.D., 
at the annual fall  luncheon on Saturday, November 
10, 2018 at  10:45 a.m. at the Crowne-Plaza in 
Wauwatosa, WI.  

Doctor Klein, a former visiting professor of literature 
and Catholic Studies at St. Thomas University in 
St. Paul, MN, will encourage us with strategies and 
suggestions to understand the impact of literature in 
our lives and those of our families and friends.

Unfortunately, reading has taken a back seat to 
screen time and the statistics prove the case.  Teen 
SAT reading scores are the lowest they’ve been 
since 1976.  Reading lengthy and complex text is 
important for professional competence, policymak-

ing, and the future of our country, but the reading 
statistics of our youth is alarming: 

● One out of ten 8th graders in 2016 spent 40 hours 
a week or more gaming – the time commitment of a 
full-time job.
● In 1980, 60 percent of 12th graders said they 
read a book, newspaper or magazine every day 
that wasn’t assigned for school. By 2016, only 16 
percent did.
● The number of 12th graders who said they had not 
read any books for pleasure in the last year nearly 
tripled, landing at one out of three by 2016. 
(Source:  Jeanne Twenge from Mercatornet August 
2018)

At all ages good books help us discover the truth, 
beauty, goodness Scruton refers to --  in sacrificial 
love, family, friendship, and forgiveness, authentic 
masculinity and femininity…. In other words, real 
heroes and the real villains who oppose them.  As 
GK Chesterton wrote:  “Fairy tales aren’t to teach 
us that dragons don’t exist, but that dragons can 
be beaten!”  We discover the wisdom of the ages.  
Books, as with all the humanities, do not merely 
cater to tastes; they form our taste.

Join us at the Annual Fall luncheon to hear more.   
The invitation is enclosed in the newsletter or call 
Petawa for more information.  

Despite the distance, and through the variety of 
activities offered to different age groups, women and 
girls all the way in Madison are feeling  the reach of 
Petawa’s mission  to transform culture.   
  
One morning a month, moms with young children get 
together for Alpha Moms, a group dedicated to grow-
ing in the skills and virtues needed to create a bright 
and cheerful home through the character and work 
of a dedicated mother. The highlight of each event 
is a talk from an experienced mom on some point of 
virtue, skills or an approach to parenting challenges 
that is particularly helpful.  This is followed by time to 
socialize with one another over lunch.  Babysitting is 
provided!

The  Art of Living seminars have also come to the 
Madison area in the past year. These half-day events 
in Lake Mills help women discover and grow in their 
creative efforts to make a beautiful home. Topics like 
hospitality and the family dinner, decorating and more, 
inspire women to work toward creating a loving, beau-
tiful environment. 

At a local grade school, middle school girls can enjoy 
a monthly meeting of Lunch Bunch - a club that takes 
advantage of a normal social time to go deeper into 
exploring the beauty and meaning of service. The girls 

and their adult leaders discuss friendship and how to 
develop an eye for the needs of the others.

Those in the Madison area also have been fortunate to 
celebrate the feast of St. Josemaria in a special way.  
For a second year, families and friends gathered at a 
feast day Mass with the bishop which took place at 
St. Paul Catholic Student Center at the University of 
Wisconsin.

Finally, there are monthly opportunities for day and 
evening classes in Madison, Waunakee or Lake Mills 
that help women grow in their knowledge of doctrine 
and ascetical practices that are beneficial to their 
spiritual life.

For more information about these activities in the 
Madison area, contact info@petawa.org.

Venture -- A New Adventure!
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