
For a full listing of activities, visit www.petawa.org 

High School and College Activities
April 13-15 High school study weekend

April 26 “Loans, Credit and Debit Cards... Oh My!  Intro to Financial Freedom 
for high school and college girls (at Windsor) 

May 12- High School Recollection and Service Saturday 1-5:30pm at Petawa

July 29-August 3: Petawa Service Project

Every Thursday: Doctrine Class, Confessions, and Get together at Windsor 
at 7pm

APPLY FOR CAMP TUCK 2018
June 9: Camp Tuck Counselor Prep at Petawa
Session I: July 8-13, 2018
Session II:  July 15-20, 2018

Apply online at https://www.petawa.org/camp-tuck
or by mail. All applications can be printed from the 
website.
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From The Director
I recently learned how necessary it is to 
slow down at certain moments of our lives 
and reflect on why we do what we do.  
While reading some reflections from our 
summer Camp Tuck counselors, I came 
across the following written by a high school 
girl from Madison:  “Camp Tuck is the hap-
piest time of my life.  When I’m at camp, 
I can really feel the Holy Spirit in me, and 
it makes me a happier and better person.  
Camp shows me how amazing life can be 
whenever you have a strong relationship 
with God.”

Reading this reflection made me realize 
why we do what we do at Petawa Cultural 
Center.  Whether it is an Art of Living culi-
nary seminar for mothers, or a girls club,  a 
class,  camp or retreat, our aim is to inspire 
women of all ages to transform culture 
through personal growth and lifelong learn-
ing.

Whether you have been attending activi-
ties through Petawa for the last 50 years 
or have just begun, I hope you will embody 
our mission of transforming culture by taking 
what you learn, reflecting on it, and letting it 
overflow into the lives of  those you encoun-
ter on a daily basis in your family, at work 
and among your friends.

Keep up with what is going on at Petawa 
through our website (www.petawa.org), 
following our Facebook group (Petawa 
Residence) and Instagram (@petawaresi-
dence), or just by stopping in at Petawa.  
Our door is always open!

Sheila Hamill
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Petawa Gala

Please join us
Friday, June 8, 2018

at the Milwaukee-Brookfield 
Sheraton Hotel

275 Moorland Rd., Brookfield, 
WI 53005

5 p.m. Reception and Silent 
Auction, 6 p.m. Dinner,

Dinner $50.00 per person

For questions, please contact 
Christine Dejewski at 

christine.dejewski@gmail.com
Petawa
Residence & 
Cultural  Center

Upcoming Events

The energy around town is palpable and 
the question is always the same:  “How 
is fundraising going for the new Petawa?”  
Donations have been steadily building, 
and now we are happy to announce that 
one million dollars have been generously 
donated to date.  It is time to have that 
money start to grow through an invest-
ment fund.  Monies raised for the new 
center are dedicated 
and restricted solely 
for that purpose. 

The Board and 
the Fundraising 
Committee, under the 
leadership of Paul 
Smyczek,  have been 
busy strategizing and 
planning new ways to 
reach more and more 
people. Besides indi-
vidual gifts, founda-
tions have been identi-
fied and will be solicit-
ed.  If you know of any 
person or foundation 
interested in helping 
our important mission 
of transforming the 
culture, please contact Petawa.
    
The move to Brookfield is going to help 
us reach more people, including coop-
erators and families who are already 
involved in our activities.  A larger facility 
will enable us to host the Speaker Series, 
recollections and talks, as well as all the 
high school and college activities. Right 
now, Petawa is renting Windsor, the small 
building on Capital Drive, to accommo-
date overflow activities.  Consolidating 
the activities in a more convenient loca-
tion will ease the burden on busy families, 
enabling them to take better advantage of 
the formation offered.

While the eight-million dollar price tag is 
daunting, the building will not be extrava-
gant. The building code in Brookfield 
dictates that the center be zoned com-
mercial, significantly increasing the costs 
associated with it.  Regulations demand-
ing the use of expensive fire retardant 
materials, fire doors, an elevator, just 
to name a few, doubled the original 

estimate.  We are 
building with an eye 
to the future and, as 
such, it will be ener-
gy-efficient and sol-
idly constructed. The 
oratory is always the 
heart of any center.  
Considerable care 
and attention to detail 
is being given to it so 
that it will be beautiful 
and give glory to God. 

To learn more about 
developments, join us 
at the Petawa Gala 
on Friday, June 8, 
2018 at the Brookfield 
Sheraton.  Cocktails 
and a silent auction 

begin at 5 p.m. with dinner at 6:30 p.m.  
We are excited to present Milwaukee 
native, Bill Bowman speaking about 
“Hope: Building for Future Leaders”.  Mr. 
Bowman is the dean of the Busch School 
of Business at Catholic University of 
America in Washington, D.C.. He is cur-
rently the CEO of Core Values Group 
LLC, which “helps employees to grow in 
human virtues which are important to the 
organization’s success.”   His message is 
sure to inspire 
and encourage 
us as we move 
forward.  



From The Board
Dreaming Big!  St. Josemaria 
always said, ‘Dream and your 
dreams will fall short!”  I reflect 
often on these encouraging and 
inspiring words.

I have been dreaming a great 
deal lately about all the women 
and young girls we will be able to 
support and inspire once we have 
Petawa relocated in Brookfield.  I 
imagine young moms arriving with 
their children to attend family- 
focused formation, grade school 
girls running up the walkway to 
attend clubs, high schoolers walk-
ing together, giggling, eager to join 
their friends for a lecture or just 
homework time.  I imagine women 
of all ages finding the peace, joy 
and inspiration they long for as 
they strive to transform the culture 
through personal growth.

I cannot stress enough the impor-
tance of obtaining the funds we 
need  so we can get started on this 
very important dream.  I hope you 
are dreaming big along with me.  
Please consider giving to our capi-
tal campaign and sharing the good 
news with others who can help the 
new Petawa become a reality.  In 
the meantime, save the date for 
our annual gala on Friday, June 8th 
at the Brookfield Sheraton.  More 
information will be coming soon!

 Thinking of you all fondly… Linda 
Pryor 

 Linda Pryor

From the Prelate
Msgr. Fernando Ocariz, Prelate of 
Opus Dei, in a recent pastoral let-
ter, spoke of his still vivid memory 
of days spent in February in Brazil 
where he was able once again to 
“touch” the vitality of the Church 
and the Work.  His encounter with 
a great number of young people 
and families gave evidence of their 
joy and desire to work for God, he 
said.

In a gathering with many members 
of the Work, a woman, who had 
volunteered  the day before to help 
the needy in the center of the city, 
asked him how they could con-
tribute toward improving society, 
according to each one’s personal 
circumstances.  
 
The Prelate, quoting some words 
from St. Josemaria’s homily, 
Finding Peace In The Heart of 
Christ, said: “A man or society 
that doesn’t react to suffering and 
injustice and makes no effort to 
alleviate them is still distant from 
the love of Christ’s heart.”                       
  

He also explained how, when a 
person seeks to know and love 
Jesus, He in turn transmits to that 
person His love for souls and for 
the world.  “This concern includes 
people’s suffering, poverty and 
loneliness,” he said.  “These are 
problems that we should consider 
our own.  The way to contribute 
to improve these situations will 
depend upon the circumstances 
of each person.”  He finished 
by encouraging them all to do 
everything possible to improve the 
well-being of society, “since each 
of us can do more than we think 
we can.”

To Africa and Back Art of Living  For Women

Busy Bees

Dampening Tween Drama
Every seat in the house was full at Windsor for Cindy 
Twetten’s presentation:  Tween Girl Talk:  Fostering 
Friendship and Dampening Drama.  Her talk was full 
of helpful tips for building resilience in our tween-
age daughters, ages 8-12.  She focused especially 
on the need to establish a positive family culture, 
teaching our daughters true self-esteem and helping 
them grow in self-control, particularly regarding their 
emotions.

Family culture is still irreplaceably important in the 
life of these young girls, Cindy said.  She cited some 
of the good ways to foster this positive family culture:  
having the expectation of family dinners together 
and making family gatherings a positive experience.  
A tween girl also ought to contribute to the family 
as a team player, not only caring for her own room 
and possessions, but also doing chores that benefit 
the family as a whole.  It is good for her to realize 
that others are counting on her and that the family 
doesn’t work as well without her contributions.  

As mothers, this is a really important time for us 
to seek out a friendship with our daughter, Cindy 
stressed.   Going out for walks or for ice cream to 
build that foundational relationship will reap many 
benefits in the long run as our daughter will have the 
opportunity to open her heart.  These encounters are 
where we are able to instill in her the true meaning of 
self-esteem: that she is of true value—not because 
of her grades, talents, athletic accomplishments, or 

friends, but because she is a daughter of God and 
loved immensely by us.  Unfortunately, the culture 
today puts so much emphasis on what a girl can 
do and not who she is.  With a solid friendship with 
our daughter, we have the chance to be a stronger 
voice, reminding her that she is loved for herself.  
This will hopefully combat crises of identity when 
friends have a falling out or an injury sidelines her 
as an athlete.

From the time our daughter is small, we are helping 
her to grow in self-control, especially in regards to 
her passions and emotions. As our daughter devel-
ops into a young lady, helping her grow in aware-
ness of how her hormones impact her emotions is 
an invaluable tool for building strong friendships and 
overriding tendencies toward drama.  Empowering 
her to remove herself from situations where she is 
overwhelmed with emotions, giving her the ability 
to find some space to compose herself, and teach-
ing her the impact of nutrition and exercise on her 
emotional wellness can all impact on her ability to 
function in relationships in a healthier way.

Cindy added that Camp Tuck is a place where the 
values and goals are front and center.  Swimming 
against the current is so difficult when one swims 
alone, but Camp Tuck is an experience where  our 
daughters can find a group of “swimmers” to accom-
pany them, and us, on our journey.

What do you call an active group of first and second 
graders, crafting together and learning about friend-
ship?  “Busy Bees!”  

Busy Bees is a club in Brookfield run by Meredith 
Shane, Annie Magnor and Monica Kampschroer.  
Girls attend six different area grade schools and meet 
monthly.  Monica not only hosts the club at her home 
but she is the crafty one in the group, planning the 
day’s activity.  So far they have decorated cupcakes, 
made key chains and created Christmas cards.  
Monica’s two young children are quickly becoming 

club mascots.

Meredith is a mom of a 
Busy Bee and facilitates ice-
breakers, engaging the girls 
with games and occasionally 
song.  Annie is a young pro-
fessional and talks to the girls 
monthly about virtues such 
as  kindness, diligence and 
gratitude.  She uses books to 

begin a conversation and elicit resolutions to practice 
until the next meeting.  The hope is to get the girls to 
learn to use a simple journal to track their progress.

The Busy Bees attended the club jamboree in 
December at Petawa, meeting up with over 60 other 
girls.  There, they played games, sang carols and 
learned how to wrap gifts.  Not only were the Busy 
Bees the youngest of the attendees, but they also may 
have been the most enthusiastic.

“It is so much fun to see the girls from different schools 
start to come together,” Annie said. “At first, they 
were so shy but now they are really bonding!”  
Annie was part of a club through her earliest 
school years and knows the impact that clubs 
make on life-long friendships.  

“My closest friends are not necessarily the ones 
I went to school with,” she said.  “To this day, my 
best friends are the ones from clubs and Camp 
Tuck, and I hope these Busy Bees have the same 
wonderful experience.” Annie added.

The Art of Living for Women has arrived in Wisconsin!  
Art of Living for Women (AOL) is a series of seminars 
designed to help women “create a home that fosters 
human flourishing.”  It is a concept that first began on 
the East coast and is spreading across the nation.  
The efforts of AOL center on in-person and in-home 
instructions to give women the tools they need to 
create an environment that nurtures both the physical 
and spiritual realities of the home.

Art of Living in Wisconsin is held in two locations, 
Brookfield and Lake Mills, to accommodate women 
from both parts of the state. “Family Dinner Matters” 
was chosen as the inaugural topic. Mary Cobb, 
an enthusiastic presenter, hosted the event in her 
Brookfield  home.  Mary explained that “Family 
Dinners” was chosen as the first seminar to reflect 
the importance of gathering around a table and shar-
ing more than a meal.  Dinners are where friendships 
grow and bonds are made along with countless other 
benefits.”  

The seminar includes hands-on instruction on spe-
cific skills at different stations. The first station taught 
women how 
to get the 
most out of 
the small 
appliances 
they already 
own. They 
even had 
a bit of fun 
with a kitch-
en torch!  

At a second 

station, attendees 
were encouraged 
to use their own 
ideas in designing 
table centerpieces 
and place settings.  
Creating beauty 
at the dinner table 
raises the tone for a 
better family expe-
rience at the end of 
a busy day.  Once the basic “rules” were established, 
individual creativity was set free and blossomed.  “I 
loved the format of having multiple stations and look 
forward to the next event,” said one participant.

The highlight of the day was the lunch prepared and 
shared together.  Great conversations ensued and 
new friendships were begun. “Women lead very busy 
lives,” Mary said, “AOL is passionate about showing 
women how to approach their work in the home with 
professionalism and fun.

In every stage in life, in any environment, women 
have the inner desire to foster a home life. Creating 
a home involves many skills and arts, and AOL aims 
to help women to cultivate them. Upcoming seminars 
of AOL will cover a wide range of topics including 
culinary arts, fashion, home health, interior design, 
event planning and home organization. These helpful 
lessons of AOL, sprinkled with a healthy dose of fun, 
will help women to expand their knowledge and to 
hone their skills.
 
For more information, please see our website, www.
artoflivingforwomen.org.   Click on “Events” to see 
what is happening in your area.

(Editor’s Note:  Olivia Barnes, 18, reflects on her 
time spent in Africa and the influences on her deci-
sion to travel to Kenya.  Olivia has taken part in vari-
ous activities sponsored by Petawa.)

A year ago, during my senior year of high school, 
I decided that 
I wanted to 
volunteer in 
some way in 
Africa before 
entering col-
lege.  The 
African culture 
has always 
intrigued me 

so I found the organization, “Agape Volunteers”, in 
Kenya.  My housing was located in a town on the 
outskirts of Nairobi.  Each day I would take pub-
lic transportation to Kawangware and walk to the 
nearby slum to work at a drop-in center.

On weekdays, there were approximately 60 children, 
ages one through four, who needed to be cared for 
during the day.  Street kids would come in the middle 
of the day for lunch.  On average, 85 children who 
attended school would also come in the afternoon 
for help with homework and for dinner.
My daily routine varied.  I would help at times in the 

kitchen preparing food, or read books to babies, 
help the older kids with homework or talk to the 
street kids, getting to know them.

In Kenya, school enrollment is required but not fund-
ed by the government, and many cannot afford to go 
to school.  Most of the children I encountered during 
my four months in Kenya were from broken families.  
Since the economy is always struggling, few parents 
have a steady income.  In the slums, children beg 
on the streets.  I found the poverty overwhelming.

Despite all this, the majority of people in Kenya are 
Christian, grateful for what they have and joyful, 
despite the poverty and circumstances they endure.  
My fondest memories are of the relationships I 
developed with the 
children and locals.  

I am amazed at 
how much my per-
spective on life 
has changed in 
just four months.  I 
am grateful for the 
experience I’ve had 
and I hope to return 
to Kenya some day.


